World in the Balance: The People Paradox

1. Who is currently the World’s most populous nation?

2. What is responsible for the different birth rates between the northern and southern regions of India?

3. What social reason keeps the families in Northern India so large?

4. Why are vaccinations important?

5. Describe the age structure of India.

6. Why are daughters considered an “economic liability”?

7. What accounts for the difference in the current number of men and women in India?

8. What role do employment opportunities for women play in lowering family size?

9. What will happen to our population by the middle of the century if families have approximately 2 children?

10. How does the population of Japan compare to the population of India?

11. What is the current fertility rate of Japan?

12. What is a “parasite single”?

13. Why are two incomes necessary for most families in Japan?

14. In Japan, who is considered responsible for the elderly?

15. How is the age pyramid of Japan different from that of India?

16. Why will the US become the only world power that has an increasing population?

17. What is the average family size across the industrialized world?

18. Describe the “demographic divide.”

19. Why are Africa’s forests disappearing faster than any in the world?

20. What cut the birth rate in Kena from 7 children to 4 children per woman?

21. What is causing the life expectancy of Kenya to decrease to 49 years?

22. Describe the age structure of sub-Saharan Africa (you may draw the shape).  What is causing this distorted age structure?

23. What do “microbicides” do?

24. What lead to the economic growth in countries such as Korea?

