
Dear Heritage Family, 

Welcome to a new school year!  At Heritage High School, unless at the Advanced Placement level, students enrolled in the following subjects are automatically placed at the honors level:

English I, II, III, IV


Civics


Biology

American History I, II 


World History

Earth (11th/12th)

This placement gives students immediate access to instruction that leads to increased skills in writing, communication, critical thinking.  This allows us to better differentiate instruction and push all students to grow as learners.  Improved test scores overall have shown this approach to be fruitful.  While we firmly believe that students can rise to the challenge and be successful, we also understand the needs of diverse learners.  Thus, students have the option to OPT OUT of Honors level courses with parent permission.  Students who have struggled in the past in a content area or who are not committed to the academic challenge associated with earning Honors credit should consider opting out.  To assist in this decision, please review the requirements to earn an Honors credit in this course below. In addition, please note that the first two weeks of this course will be taught at an honors level.  This will give your child the opportunity to experience the rigor of the course.  Should he/she decide to opt out, any graded assignments will be rescored using academic course standards.


Opting out of Honors BIOLOGY will not change your student’s schedule or teacher as students are required to meet ALL academic course expectations.  If you want your 
student to OPT OUT of Honors BIOLOGY must return this signed letter by February 15, 2019.
I have reviewed the Honors course requirements and wish for my student to OPT OUT of Honors ________.

Student name_______________________________________________________________
Parent Name________________________________________________________________
Parent Signature________________________________________________________________
                  Date:  

1150 Forestville Road


Wake Forest, North Carolina 27587


phone: 919.570-5600


fax: 919.570-5650














Heritage High School


Scott Lyons, Principal





For the first unit of this course, students will be expected to demonstrate mastery of basic course content AND these Honors Extensions:


Make dichotomous keys to identify an organism


Create diagrams that depict phylogeny based on the student’s analysis of data


Write scientific names correctly


Identify the weaknesses of and controversies over using the hierarchical classification scheme based on independent reading. 


Identify how the classification scheme has changed since its development.


Understand the history of classification, including factors that led to the development of the modern hierarchical classification scheme.


Identify independent and dependent variables as well as the control of an controlled experiment


Plan and Carry out an independent experiment.











WEBSITE: WWW.WCPSS.NET








