Academic Classification Scheme Questions

On your own paper!

1. What are the steps of the biological classification scheme in order?

2.  Which step in the scheme is the most broad and which step is the most specific?

3. What happens to the degree of similarity between organisms as you move down the scheme from Kingdom to Species?  What happens to the number of organisms in each category as you move down the scheme from Kingdom to Species?  

4. Human, horse, cat and bat are part of Phylum Chordata.  Butterflies and grasshoppers are part of Class Insecta.  Of these two groups of animals, which group contains organisms that are the most closely related?  How do you know?

5. Look around the room and create one category that describes/includes everyone you see.  

Think of how you could divide the people into two smaller groups.

Now, divide each of these categories into two smaller categories.  

You have now created your own classification scheme.  Record it on your paper.  

6. Which of your categories is like Kingdom?  How do the rest of your categories compare to the biological classification scheme?  

7. How could you make your people classification scheme more like the biological classification scheme?

8. Pick up and begin to work on the salamander key.    
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